Child psychiatry, public health policy, and the aggregate burden of suffering.
We review the parameters for calculating the costs of illness and suggest a framework for understanding how these may apply to various psychiatric disorders of childhood. The costs of childhood psychiatric disorders can best be understood by looking at the prevalence of a given disorder, its duration and severity, whether it be episodic or stable, and how it impacts on the individual, family and community at large. These factors contribute to the "aggregate burden of suffering" associated with any given disorder.